
et Waste Pollutes 

Our Waters 

What You Can Do To Help Protect Our Water
 

lean and plentiful water is important lO our families, our enviromnent, our economy and our quality oflife. 

Did you know that animal waste from pets can poUute our waters? When left on the ground, pet waste is 
washed by rain and me Iting snow and ice into Slonn drains tbat carry it to our rivers, lakes, the ocean and 
drinking water. 

Animal waste contains a high concentration ofnutrients as well as bacteria and disease-causing microorganisms 
that can cause problemv. 

What you can do 

Pet ovvners oranyonewho takes your pet for wa must properly dispose ofthe waste by picking it up, wrapping it 
and eitherplacing it in the trash or flushing it un\! pped down the toilet 

Your munic:ipality is required to adopt and enforce local pel-waste laws. At a minimum, your community must 
requjre that pet ovmers or their keepers immediately and properly dispose of their pet's solid waste deposited 
on any public or private propert)' not owned or possesse~ by that person. People with assistance animals 
such as Seeing Eye dogs are exempt. 

Make sure you know what your municipality requires - and foUow it. 

Thank you for doing your part to keep New Jersey's 
waters clean. 

For more information. please contact the following; 

?\e\.\ Jersey Department lifEnvironmental Protl'ction 
Divi..~lr<if\Vater Quality 
BureauofN..\;l.J:lptlint PQJlutio:nCamr 
Ylunj~jP'!1 StolinwmerRegnlation Program 
(MSl) 63i1-7021 

ViSitw\vw:nj;5wrm 

AdJitLonalipfonn'i!liOD i~ralso~V'ailab]e at L,.s. 
En\'.lrOIIl11'ental Protection A~ency" Web site 
1,\'\\'\\ .epa.govlnpde;;;'stonmvater Of\\1W\\ .epa.gov/np 


